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little enough that they were able to accomplish,
but it was more than most Americans realize. The
doubling of the regular army which the Spanish
War had brought about was maintained but was
less important than its improvement in organiza-
tion. Elihu Root and William H. Taft, as Secre-
taries of War, profiting by the lessons learned in
Cuba, established a general staff, provided for the
advanced professional training of officers, and be-
came sufficiently acquainted with the personnel to
bring into positions of responsibility those who
deserved to hold them. The navy grew with less
resistance on the part of the public, which now was
interested in observing ttfe advance in the rank of
its fleet among the navies of the world. When in
1907 Roosevelt sent the American battleship squad-
ron on a voyage around the world, the expedition
not only caused a pleased self-consciousness at
home but perhaps impressed foreign nations with
the fact that the United States now counted not
only as a potential but as an actual factor in
world affairs.

Greater popular interest, if one may judge from
relative achievement, was aroused by the pro-
posal to substitute legal for military battles. The
United States had always been disposed to submit